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JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON THE CORRUPTION AND CRIME COMMISSION 

Twenty-sixth Report — “Public hearing with the Police Commissioner on the CCC’s report on an incident 
at the East Perth Watch House” — Tabling 

HON NICK GOIRAN (South Metropolitan) [10.11 am]: I am directed to present the twenty-sixth report of the 
Joint Standing Committee on the Corruption and Crime Commission, titled “Public hearing with the 
Police Commissioner on the CCC’s report on an incident at the East Perth Watch House”. 

[See paper 3861.] 
Hon NICK GOIRAN: This report provides a time line of the Corruption and Crime Commission’s 30-month 
investigation into an incident at the East Perth watch house on 7 April 2013 involving Ms Joanne Martin. At 
some stage during her processing, Ms Martin suffered physical injuries, including a broken finger. On 
11 April 2013 she complained to Western Australia Police about her treatment by officers who had arrested and 
forcibly stripsearched her. The CCC commenced a preliminary investigation into the incident on 15 April 2013, 
and the following day issued a section 42 notice under the Corruption and Crime Commission Act 2003 for 
WA Police to discontinue its investigation. The commission’s final report into this matter was tabled in 
Parliament on 20 August 2015. 
The committee’s report on this incident also includes a copy of the transcript of the public hearing held about 
this matter on 25 November 2015 with the Commissioner of Police, Dr Karl O’Callaghan, and senior WA Police 
staff. The committee sought comment from the CCC commissioner, Hon John McKechnie, QC, on the reasons 
that may have contributed to the delay. He advised that there were two substantial delays in the commission’s 
process of investigating and reporting on this matter due to competing urgent matters between April to July 2014 
and from August 2014 to August 2015. The commissioner told the committee that the delays were attributed in 
part to the slow appointment of a substantive commissioner from April 2014 to April 2015, and the need for the 
two acting commissioners to work on a rostered basis while continuing to manage their private law practices. 
In this report the committee reiterates two recommendations to amend the Corruption, Crime and Misconduct 
Act 2003 to ensure that in future the CCC is not left similarly exposed to lengthy periods without a substantive 
commissioner, as recommended in its fifteenth report in August 2014. I commend the report to the house 
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